
C O M E X A N D  T H E  C O M M O N W E A L T H  

G R E E N  P E N N A N T  A W A R D S

The Future

'Together let us go where the green pennant flies and friendship's banner raise

Together Unafraid'



An Historic Beginning

The idea of Comexwas inspired by the Commonwealth armies of 

theSecondWorld War that set an example of comradeship the like 

of which had never been seen before, and in doing so raised the 

words equality, freedom and friendship to the pinnacle of man's 

achievement.  When the possibility of reviving the same spirit was 

put to the first Prime Minister of India, the late Jawaharlal Nehru, 

in 1963 he at once proposed organising 'a new consciousness in the 

Commonwealth by bringing together selected groups of young 

men and women to meet in cultural and intellectual activities as 

well as in common adventure' and authorised the setting up of a 

committee under the Chairmanship of R.K. Kapur of the Ministry of 

Education , with representatives of all Commonwealth missions in 

the capital, to explore the proposition.  But the problems that 

emerged seemed insurmountable, hence the Commonwealth 

Expedition, Comex, under the patronage of Prince Philip with five 

contingents of 42 each from Oxford, Cambridge, London, Cardiff 

and Edinburgh, launched in 1965, with Commonwealth students on 

board and doctors from Australia and Britain, to preserve India's 

inspired initiative.



An Historic Beginning

There have been fourteen expeditions, (the largest, Comex 3 of 525
from 21 universities, including India on the return journey)
identified wherever they went by a Green Pennant ('the little green
flag or nannhey harey dhwaj') with HRH's Cypher and the Asoka
Wheel embroidered in gold. The 4th expedition extended operations
to Malaysia and Singapore in the LSLs Sir Lancelot and Sir Galahad
(later lost in the Falklands), and Sri Lanka. Singapore responded
with its own Comex retracing the Comex 4 route; Comex 8 for the
Queen's Silver Jubilee linked the Royal Marines Depot in Kent to
the Nilgiris (Blue Mountains) of South India in ten silver vehicles
which came to be known as the Silver Train ; Comex 9 followed
with a 16,000 mile Commonwealth Expedition Express across
India, completing the final leg from London to Derby courtesy of
Indian and British Railways; and Comex 12 provided a trial run
from Ocean to Ocean in Canada. After ten expeditions 'the little
green flags' was destined to become The Green Pennant
Awards .

Relevant references:
CRYING DRUMS : Foreword by Prince Philip (George Allen & 
Unwin 1972)
TOGETHER UNAFRAID : Foreword by the late Professor 
Arnold Smith CH OC, first Secretary General of the Commonwealth 
and patron of Comex in Canada (Hale 1979)
JOURNEY OF A LIFETIME : From the Blue Mountains to 
Devon, Ten Tors and Comex(Northcote House 1997) 

www.comex40.org.uk  (40th anniversary website: The Story in 
Prose, Speeches, Pictures and Song)

The Chase High School, Malvern



Progress

His Royal Highness's prescient words at the inauguration of The

Green Pennant Awards in 1980 can be heard in the original
recording (detailed at the end of this proposal and copy of CD
attached). Fifteen years on, the first Comex took place on African
soil. This was Comex 14 and was preceded by an African -British -
Indian reconnaissance (Comex 13). At President Kaunda's
personal invitation, participating contingents came from
Botswana, Britain (Devon), Canada, Cyprus, India, Kenya,
Malaysia, Nigeria, Tanzania, Zimbabwe, and the host country
Zambia (the majority sponsored by their governments). The
Presidential train was made available for the exclusive use of
Comex 14 from Kitwe through the Copperbelt to Victoria Falls,
with suitable transport at every stopping place to entertain local
people and enthusiastic audiencesof children .
The Green Pennant Awards took place during the final
entertainment at State House, Lusaka, hosted by the President
and attended by the diplomatic corps. The Awards were then
brought to the attention of the 1995 Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting (CHOGM) in New Zealand for endorsement.
In the words of the Zambian High Commissioner, Love Mtesa,
after the event:"I am so happy to tell you that the Green Pennant
Awards received unanimous support in Auckland . Everything
went very well indeed and, remarkably, the next awards are
likely to take place in Edinburgh at the conclusion of the
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting . So I have sent the
models back to Zambia to have more made".

The Gov. Gen of Canada and Arnold Smith, 
First  Sec. Gen of the Commonwealth



Progress

Two years later, courtesy of the Foreign and Commonwealth

Office, and the Lord Provost's Office, the most recent Awards took
place during a reception for Heads of Government at the
Edinburgh CHOGM of 1997 hosted by The Lord Provost, Eric
Milligan . Included among the recipients were: President Nelson
Mandela for bringing South Africa back into the Commonwealth,
and six African ministries of Youth and Sports for fielding national
contingents to take part in Comex 14 Zambia, the first Comex in
Africa (see full list at the end). Invited to address those present
Colonel Gregory said:

"On behalf of the thousands of men and women of the
Commonwealth Expedition, Comex, I would like to thank the Lord
Provost's Office, and the Foreign and Commonwealth Office for
including The Green Pennant Awards in this historic reception for
Commonwealth leaders; that is to say, the leaders of over
1,500,000 ,000 people all over the world . To me, the
Commonwealth represents friendship on a global scale,and I was
fortunate enough to discover that friendship early in life among
the endless columns of brave men from many nations marching
off the battlefields of the world triumphant in what was called
'their finest hour .' The debt we owe them can never be repaid - not
even by a conference such as CHOGM. These little green flags -
and there will be hundreds, even thousands in the years to come -
are a guard of honour to their memory and will remain on
parade here for your inspection. Their purpose is to identify the
spirit of adventure with crossing the barriers that divide . Their
future rests in your hands".

The 2/2 KEO Goorkhas



The Proposal

It is now proposed (with the support of the Governments of India,
and by association the Governments of Canada, Singapore and
Zambia) that Commonwealth countries take it in turn to organise
Comex as an ongoing Commonwealth Expedition, CHOGM to
CHOGM, in an adventurous relay across the barriers that divide
people that could last 100 years, and host The Green Pennant
Awards in the presence of the Head of the Commonwealth to
coincide with the biennial CHOGM. This proposal is based on the
experiences of over 3,000 men and women, and modelled on
Comex 14 Zambia. Their achievements are documented in the
references given earlier . For the origins, the speeches,the Story in
Songand in Pictures, pleasevisit the website.

His Justice K.S. Garewal, India



The Proposal

Love Mtesa, Zambian High 
Commissioner

An adventurous relay lasting 100 years may sound alarming at first
glance but can be accomplished in modest dosesof once every two
years (the intervening gap dedicated to selection, preparation and
training), each country picking up the baton from the one before.
The current proposal owesmuch to the patron of Comex in Canada,
Professor Arnold Smith of Carleton, the first Secretary General of
the Commonwealth, and the large numbers from the provinces of
Canada,crossing the Atlantic to participate in Comex - not least the
Queen's Silver Jubilee Comex 8 - in the company of friends from
India, Singapore and the United Kingdom travelling in ten silver
vehicles, from the Royal Marines base in Kent to the Blue
Mountains (Nilgiris ) in South India (almost within sight and sound
of Sri Lanka, the little jewel, waiting to pick up the baton if this
proposal is endorsed at the 2009 CHOGM), including Syria, Iraq,
Iran and Afghanistan in its itinerary and returning on time 15,000
miles later to complete the job in Wells Cathedral in Somerset,and
an impromptu concert at Glastonbury, at the invitation of Bishop
John Bickersteth of Bath and Wells.


